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What?! Another “what’s new online” report just a few weeks after the last one? Even in these
cooling and quickening late-summer days, is the world of the web really that alive with new
things for collectors to ogle? Yes indeed, there are plenty of offerings, old and new, to be seen
online. And besides, I want to get some online reporting done in my comfy office here in Tucson
before the big fall-season shows take me traveling to do busy, excited, footsore in-person
investigations. The present report, then, is somewhat shorter than usual, but maybe it will help to
inspire you to attend one or both of the major events which will unfold in Denver (September 9-
14: there’s still time to decide to go!) and Munich (October 22-25). For now, though, just relax
and begin to recover from your heat-blasted midsummer (as I am doing from mine), and check out
these few selected examples of what’s to be seen—
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On the Web

Every Thursday, Dave Bunk updates his website (davebunkminerals.com) with new arrivals,
and for the last several Thursdays, in pages increasingly farther down the line from page 1, he has
offered thumbnail to small-miniature-size loose crystals of topaz from the long-known pegmatite
locality of Devil’s Head, Douglas County, Colorado (where Ed Over collected crystals like these
in the 1930s). The lustrous, deep orange to orange-brown crystals from Devil’s Head are all at
least partially gemmy; none are entirely complete, but they do show interesting, intricate groovy
patterns (caused by light etching) on selected faces. These are fine, showy little examples of
gemmy orange topaz in sizes from 2.1 to 4.7 cm, at prices ranging from $250 to $2,000.

-5-_':“ ‘l;o -
1Il 13 ;

Topaz, 2.5 cm, from Devil’s Head, Douglas County,
Colorado. Dave Bunk Minerals specimen and photo.

Topaz, 3.4 cm, from Devil’s Head, Douglas County,
Colorado. Dave Bunk Minerals specimen and photo

Also, those who keep up with Dave Bunk will recall that not too long ago he acquired Rich
Olsen’s outstanding thumbnail collection—heavy in gemmy and otherwise aesthetic specimens
but not at all lacking in other fine, sometimes surprising, sophisticated items as well. On his
website, over the past few years, Dave has been carefully meting out little batches of former Rich
Olsen thumbnails, and, by way of suggesting that you check in on the site every Thursday, I show
you here two examples of “common” species from that collection, each of which is unusual in its
own way...
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From its classical starlike aspect you would surely attribute this cerussite thumbnail to
Tsumeb, but no, it is a very special cerussite from the Bunker Hill mine, Coeur d’Alene District,
Shoshone County, Idaho, priced by Dave at $850.

Cerussite, 2.4 cm, from the Bunker Hill mine, Kellogg, Coeur d’Alene
District, Shoshone County, Idaho. Ex Rich Olsen collection. Dave Bunk
Minerals specimen and photo.

And from the great and famous Leonard mine, Butte Mining District, Silver Bow County,
Montana, here is a brilliantly metallic black, iridescent chalcocite twin on a bed of quartz
crystals—another Rich Olsen surprise, priced at $1,250.
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Chalcocite, 2.6 cm, from the Leonard mine, Butte District, Silver Bow County, Montana. Ex
Rich Olsen collection. Dave Bunk Minerals specimen and photo.

In the report on the 2022 Tucson Show in the May-June 2022 Mineralogical Record, a fat
paragraph on page 403 describes a then brand-new find of acanthite in the old but re-activated
Las Chispas mine, Arizpe, Sonora, Mexico—about five flats of specimens, thumbnail to small-
cabinet size, were brought to the show by Scott Werschky’s Miner’s Lunchbox. The highly
lustrous, glittering, metallic black specimens are unusual for the species in that they are jackstraw
clusters of long-prismatic crystals, some hoppered at the terminations...instead of the much more
familiar acanthite specimens, from Las Chispas and almost everywhere else, showing equant,
isometric crystals of the kind that old labels call “argentite.” To summarize the geochemical story
here, Ag>S forms isometric argentite when it crystallizes at 173° C or above, but at temperatures
below that inversion point the equant argentite crystals re-arrange themselves internally to form
monoclinic acanthite, the external form remaining unchanged. But when, in rare cases, silver
sulfide does crystallize initially below 173° C, the crystals are long-prismatic to acicular, as in
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these examples from the Las Chispas mine; i.e., what we have is no longer a paramorph of
acanthite after argentite but, rather, simply and plainly, acanthite.

I trouble you with this lecture because there are available now on the Miner’s Lunchbox
website (minerslunchbox.com) about 24 beautiful specimens, the majority of them thumbnails but
also several miniatures, and a largest example measuring 7.2 cm across, which Scott apparently
has carved out from some of the larger pieces from the find of four years ago. And apparently,
while he was at it, he brought down the prices—that 7.2 cm specimen is priced at $1,700, but I
seem to remember comparable ones seen in Tucson in 2004 which bore much higher prices;
moreover, the thumbnails, of which in 2004 there were very few, and very expensive, are
available on the website now for prices no higher than $300, and spectacular miniatures priced
from $1,000 to $1,400 are offered too. To scarf up some of these dazzling “native” acanthites, go
to the Locality galleries on the website, hit “Mexican Minerals,” and scroll a couple of pages
down. If you’re interested, do it now, as This Offer Won’t Last.

Acanthite, 5.6 cm, from the Las Chispas mine, Arizpe, Sonora, Mexico.
Miner’s Lunchbox specimen and photo.
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Ever-jolly Mustafa Ghulam has a dealership, Fine Art Minerals, whose ever-expanding website
(fineartminerals.com) led off the last online report with big gem crystals of kunzite spodumene
from the Mawi pegmatite in Afghanistan. And now, on the same website is a wide selection of
other beautiful, mostly high-end specimens from localities in the Hindu Kush (plus, I’ll add, many
high-enders from other places, e.g. South African rhodochrosites; Paraiba, Brazil blue elbaites;
Namibian amethysts; Myanmar rubies, etc.).

From Balochistan Province in southwestern Pakistan, Mustafa has about a dozen stunning new
specimens, miniature to large-cabinet-size, of gemmy brown “axinite”—as he labels it: surely the
species is axinite-(Fe)—from a locality designated as the Rasko mine. But note: Mindat says that
there is no single mine of that name; presumably the site in question lies somewhere in
Balochistan’s Ras Koh Mountains. These are among the finest “axinites” I have ever seen, indeed
comparable to the best from familiar localities in France, Russia, and California. The
representative 4.5-cm specimen shown here (already marked “sold”) is a subparallel cluster of ax-
blade axinite-(Fe) crystals associated with prismatic, transparent quartz crystals; other specimens
in the lot have associations of albite, adularian orthoclase and epidote.

Axinite-(Fe), 4.5 cm, from the Rasko mine (?), Balochistan, Pakistan. Fine Art Minerals specimen and photo.
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Another page on Mustafa’ s website is loaded with specimens of ruby corundum from the
Jegdalek ruby deposit, Surobi District, Kabul, Afghanistan: a prolific, currently active locality
concerning which an article will appear in our magazine in the near future. All of these specimens
show hexagonal-prismatic crystals of ruby rising from white calcareous matrix; the crystals are
very sharp though non-gemmy, in winsome hues from medium-pink to pinkish red. There is a nice
thumbnail priced at $300, but after that the sizes increase from miniature to small-cabinet, and the
prices rise from low four figures all the way up to majestic “POR” (price on request) heights. The
nicely composed small miniature shown here costs $1,000.

Corundum, variety ruby, 3.8 cm, from the Jegdalek deposit, Surobi District, Kabul Province, Afghanistan.
Fine Art Minerals specimen and photo.

Next, Mustafa has come into a superlative lot of white marble matrix pieces bearing big, sharp,
intensely blue crystals of haiiyne (with smaller crystals of pyrite and other associations), from the
ancient “lapis lazuli” mines at Sar-e-Sang, Kokcha River Valley, Badakhshan, Afghanistan. You
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may now consult the big article on Sar-e-Sang which Rob Woodside and I worked up for the
May-June 2014 Mineralogical Record, and you may also look up the report on the 2026 Tucson
Show, in May-June 2026, wherein you can read of some record-breaking haiiyne specimens found
at Sar-e-Sang just months before the show and brought in by the Kosnar family’s Mineral Classics
I would guess that Mustafa’s specimens are from the same very new, very exciting find. In the
Tucson report are pictures of two of the best of the Kosnars’ hatiynes, one of which is a thumbnail
I purchased myself at no small expense...I admit that I feel a sort of discomforting twinge when I
see that many of Mustafa’s pieces are better, even apart from being larger, than mine (a risk we all
take as mineral collectors). This rare felspathoid species forms really fine specimens only—
exceedingly rarely—in volcanic cinder pits in the Eifel region of Germany and—hardly more
commonly heretofore—with the lazurite, afghanite, sodalite, scapolite and other odd things at Sar-
e-Sang. The specimens on the Fine Art Minerals website are in a wide range of sizes and in a
price range, as for the rubies, from mid-three figures through high four figures to “POR.” They are
clearly among the best Sar-e-Sang haiiyne specimens yet discovered...and just look at that
color...

Haiiyne on calcite with pyrite, 6.5 cm, from Sar-e-Sang, Kokcha River Valley, Badakhshan
Province, Afghanistan. Fine Art Minerals specimen and photo.
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The fourth and final lot of superlative Fine Art Minerals specimens which I will mention
consists of abundant examples, thumbnail through miniature through small-cabinet size, of what
Mustafa just calls bastnisite but is almost surely bastnisite-(Ce), by far the commonest of the
four “bastnésite” species (further carping: Mustafa omits the umlauts from both “haiiyne” and
“bastnésite”—sorry, Mustafa, I’'m just sort of picky concerning umlauts). The lustrous, sharp,
chocolate-brown to orange-brown, hexagonal-tabular to short-prismatic bastnésite-(Ce) crystals,
some of which are translucent to transparent around the edges, are from Zagi Mountain, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, and they make for spiffy-looking examples of the uncommon rare-earth
fluorocarbonate. Mustafa’s best, in fact, are better than any pictured by Herb Obodda and Peter
Leavens in their comprehensive article on Zagi Mountain, which of course you should read, in the
May-June 2004 Mineralogical Record. The typical mid-range miniature shown here has a
bastnésite-(Ce) crystal rising from complex, chowdery matrix material whose major component is
albite; its price is $3,500 although, again, there are larger and still finer pieces available on the
website for prices from high four figures to “P.O.R.”

Bastnisite-(Ce) with albite, S cm, from Zagi Mountain, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. Fine Art
Minerals specimen and photo.
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The German Marcus Grossmann Mineralien dealership has never been mentioned before in
these online reports, but Marcus’s newly redesigned and expanded website (grossmann-
minerals.com) is more than worthy of mention, as it offers nice spreads of mid-range worldwide
specimens, most of which bear prices quite low for their quality (my only carping complaint this
time is that many of the photos are too dark and/or in less than perfect focus). Especially alluring
is Marcus’s “Europe” page, on which are about ten excellent miniatures and small-cabinet pieces
from venerable Laurium, Attika, Greece, as well as a handful of zeolites from an extremely
remote, obscure place: Denmark’s volcanic Faeroe Islands, far, far away in the North Atlantic,
halfway between Scotland and Iceland. Marcus demonstrates that Faeroe Island zeolites can be
first-rate: here, for example, is a 7-cm matrix smothered by beautiful snow-white spheres of
acicular thomsonite crystals, for just $60:

Thomsonite, 7 cm, from Eysturoy Island, Faeroe Islands, Denmark. Marcus Grossmann
Mineralien specimen and photo.
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And here, also from Marcus Grossmann, is a 5-cm chunk of basalt with a deep cavity lined by
very large (for the species), sharp, pristinely white crystals of the very rare zeolite 1évyne, for
$350:

Levyne, 5 cm, from Bjarnarfjordur, NW Island, Faeroe Islands, Denmark. Marcus Grossmann Mineralien
specimen and photo.
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And if you like your zeolites in combination, here is a 9-cm piece from the Faeroe Islands with
acicular crystals of natrolite overlying a cavity lining of gleaming white analcime crystals, also
for $350. (Let’s hope that Marcus will maintain the connection he apparently has with whatever
hardy folks go out to hammer away at basalt on the Faeroes—not all of your zeolite specimens
have to come, after all, from India, Nova Scotia, Oregon or New Jersey.)

Natrolite on Analcime, 9 cm, from the Sund quarry, Streymoy Island, Faeroe Islands, Denmark. Marcus
Grossmann Mineralien specimen and photo.

Dan Weinrich of Weinrich Minerals Inc. (WeinrichMineralsInc. com) puts in an appearance
here with a few small specimens showing an unusual habit of millerite from a locality hardly
better known than the Faeroe Islands: the Perseverance mine, Leinster, Leonora Shire, Western
Australia. Between 1971 and 2013 this mine exploited one of the world’s largest nickel deposits,
although its gifts to mineral collectors were pretty much confined to peculiar manifestations of
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millerite. On his website, Dan Weinrich now offers eight Perky box-mounted thumbnails and
miniatures which are loose subparallel aggregations of yellowish, needle-like millerite crystals
from 2.1 to 4 cm long. The luster is only medium-bright, with areas of gray
alteration/discoloration, but still these are fairly attractive examples, and certainly odd-looking
ones, of the simple nickel sulfide, priced from $95 to $300.

Millerite, 2.3 cm, from the Perseverance mine, Leinster, Leonora Shire, Western Australia,
Australia. Dan Weinrich Minerals Inc. specimen and photo.
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Another contributor to some recent reports in this space has been Robert Kunze’s Mister
Mineral—see report #77, wherein I identify this as an offshoot of Via Mineralia, the dealership
run until a few years ago by a partnership of Robert Kunze with Martin Griill but now run by
Martin alone (and still a fine website to surf to). Currently on the Mister Mineral website
(mistermineral.com) there are still, as before, some lovely Swiss hematite “roses,” but this time,
and likewise for lovers of Alpine-cleft minerals, there are four striking siderite miniatures from
(Robert writes) “a small find” of “only a few pieces” on the Gries glacier, Goms, Valais,
Switzerland. These are loose, handsome, curving crests built of little rhombohedrons of yellow-
brown siderite, only slightly weathered and impressively “Alpine”-looking, in sizes from 5 to 6.5
cm and for prices between 170 and 230 euros (~ $195 to $265).

© Robert Kunze

Siderite, S cm, from the Gries glacier, Goms, Canton Valais, Switzerland.
Mister Mineral specimen and photo.
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And you may recall from earlier online reports that surprising specimens from Iran are apt to
appear on both of the Austrian websites now under discussion. On Mister Mineral, for example,
this miniature showing lustrous white sheaves of hemimorphite on goethite from the Qaleh-Zari
mine, South Khorasan Province, Iran can fool you by not being from the Ojuela mine, Durango,
Mexico; it is nevertheless a splendid example of Ojuela-style hemimorphite, priced at 235 euros

(~ $270).

© Robert Kunze

Hemimorphite, 5.5 cm, from the Qaleh-Zari mine, South Khorasan Province, Iran. Mister
Mineral specimen and photo.
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For my customary smashing conclusion, I’ll show you not one super-specimen but rather
four—all of them rhodochrosite and all four from the Richard Geiger collection. They are among
many, mostly exceptional rhodochrosites from that collection which Rob Lavinsky offers for sale
in a July 16, 2026, “thematic gallery” update on the website of The Arkenstone (irocks.com). Take
them one-by-one...

Some of the Geiger rhodochrosites are straightforward “killers” of major size and aesthetic
impact, sporting high-end prices; in my opinion the best of these is the one from the Huallapon
mine, Pasto Bueno, Ancash, Peru, with individual cherry-red crystals to 2 cm, for which Rob asks
$32,000.

© The Arkenstone, iRocks.com

Rhodochrosite, 5.5 cm, from the Huayllapon mine, Pasto Bueno, Pallasca Province, Ancash
Department, Peru. Ex Richard Geiger collection. The Arkenstone specimen and photo.
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Then there is this remarkable thumbnail—already marked “sold”—with a single, slightly
elongated but super-sharp rhombohedron standing straight up from a small bit of matrix, from a
surprising locality for such a style: the Wessels mine, Kalahari Manganese Field, Northern Cape
Province, South Africa. Rob writes that this locality attribution was vouched for by none other
than the late South Africa expert Charlie Key, and that the specimen was in Charlie’s “private
thumbnail collection” for many years before going to Richard Geiger.

Rhodochrosite, 2.3 cm, from the Wessels mine, Kalahari Manganese Field, Northern Cape
Province, South Africa. Ex Charlie Key, Richard Geiger collections. The Arkenstone specimen
and photo.
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Next we have a 3.2-cm specimen which came at least 150 years ago from a locality near to this
writer’s Germanophilic heart: the Wolf mine, near the village of Herdorf in the Siegerland region
of Germany. Several old iron mines in the Siegerland, and pre-eminently the Wolf mine, began in
the 18th century to produce Europe’s finest specimens of rhodochrosite, and their appearance is
wholly distinctive: bundles and crude rosettes of translucent rose-red, teardrop-shaped crystals rise
from dark brown goethite matrix, as in this example—also marked “sold”—which Bill Larson
owned before Richard Geiger acquired it. Wunderschon!

Rhodochrosite, 3.2 cm, from the Wolf mine, Herdorf, Altenkirchen, Rhineland-Palatinate, Siegerland region,
Germany. Ex Bill Larson, Richard Geiger collections. The Arkenstone specimen and photo.

The fourth and last rhodochrosite from The Arkenstone which I’ve chosen to show you is not as
pretty or “impactful” (as Rob likes to say) as the others, but it is a classic with a long, elite history
and with antique labels, available from Rob, to testify to it. The specimen, which came, sometime
in the 19th century, from the now long-defunct Kuradani mine, Kanazawa City, Ishikawa
Prefecture, Japan, is an 8.3-cm matrix densely covered by pale pink, rose-petal-like discoids of
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rhodochrosite. One of its prior owners, the late New York dealer Larry Conklin (who specialized
in “historic” specimens), wrote on his label that “this specimen was exhibited at the Columbian
Exposition in Chicago in 1893 (at which there was a major Japanese governmental and
institutional presence), [and] some of the mineral specimens brought by Japan were then donated
with ceremony to the Smithsonian Institution.” Indeed, the Smithsonian label states on its reverse
side that the specimen was accessioned in 1893 from “the Imperial Japanese Commission,” which
organized Japan’s participation in the Exposition. The selfsame specimen and its locality both
were reported upon in the book Introduction to Japanese Minerals (1970), and at some later time
in the 1970s the Smithsonian traded the specimen out. It found its way to Conklin’s collection,
from which Rob Lavinsky acquired it in 2005, soon thereafter selling it to Richard Geiger. Now
Rob, having recovered the piece, prices it at $8,000—and what appreciative, very smart student of
mineralogical history will buy 1t? Will you?

Rhodochrosite, 8.3 cm, from the Kuradani mine, Kanazawa City, Ishikawa Prefecture, Japan. Ex Smithsonian,
Larry Conklin, Richard Geiger collections. The Arkenstone specimen and photo.

And may I look forward to seeing you—any or all of you—in Denver or Munich soon?

Tom Moore
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