Mine Bell Signs
by Ted Bobrink

Bell signals have been used
in shaft mining since the
mid-1800's. Any  mine
worked from a vertical or
inclined shaft used bell
signals to communicate
with the hoist engineer on
top. Bell signals were used
to lift or lower miners, lift
ore, and move material to
and from the surface. The
first mine bell signal signs
were made of wood, but
probably did not last long in
a wet mine. Porcelainized
steel was later used as well
as painted tin until the
1920's when cloth and
paper became common.

Early mine bell signs are
very rare and highly prized.
Condition is not a prime
factor because they were
used in harsh environments.
Porelain signs command the
highest prices followed by
tin, and then cloth or paper.

Each state had its own set of
signal rules so the signs may
vary considerably. | have
found that bell signs from
Colorado, Arizona,
Montana, California, and
Nevada tend to be the most
common (in order). Some
signs will be found with the
name of the state mine
inspector printed at the
bottom. The name can be
used to find out the
approximate date of the
sign.
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