More on:

Charles D. Gordon & Co.

by Mark Smith

Store-front as seen in early 1900's

I can confirm that the Davy type gauze lamp illustrated in issue 25 of Eureka is British in
origin.

It comes from Whitehaven in Cumbria. This coastal town was once the centre of the Cumberland
Coalfield. Although this coalfield was one of the earliest in Britain to be commercially devel-
oped on a large scale (c.1660's) it was one of the first to enter major decline. The coalfield's last
colliery, Haig Pit (named after Earl Douglas Haig, the famous First World War British Gen-
eral), struggled on until as late as 1985.

Charles Dickinson Gordon (i.e. Chas. D. Gordon) was once proprietor of a family run business
located at 32 King Street, Whitehaven. The Gordon's business was established in 1799 and by
1846 the proprietors are named as John and Charles Gordon. The family's activities are
variously listed as iron mongers, brass founders, tin plate manufacturers, nail merchants
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and interestingly enough ships' chandlers. The firm
continued to trade in the name of Charles D. Gor-
don up until 1910, presumably well after Charles'
death. There still exists a photograph, taken in the
early 1900's, of the family's premises in King Street.
In addition I know of one of their trade adverts
which dates to 1893.

The lamp is a rarity and is probably the first re-
corded for this obscure provincial manufacturer.
How the lamp found its way to the US is a mys-
tery. If it wasn't part of a cross Atlantic lamp trade
or antique deal it is just possible that the lamp left
the UK with its original owner back in the late
1800's. This is very possible as many Cumberland
miners emigrated to the States around the turn of
the century.

Please e-mail if you want any additional informa-
tion and I'll see what I can find out for you.

Establisked 7799, Talephone 21,

Cl;; D. Gordon gﬁ—Co.

Wholesale and Retail fronmeongers,

Iron and Sleel ™Merchants,

Tin and Copper Smiths,

32 King Street, Whitehaven.

Hgents for

Russell's
Patent
Peveril
Grates

and
Cumberland
Ranges.

SPORTS OUTFITTERS.

Tennis, Cricket, Golf, and all out-door Games-
Splendid Seleetion New Season's Goods Jrom best Makers.
Inspection Invited. Special Terms to Clubs:
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C. D. GORDON,

IRON & STEEL MERCHANT,

Brassfounder, Coppersmitb,

General Bulldee,
AND

FURNISHING [IRONMONGER.-

MARBLE AND ENAMELLED

CHIMNEY-PIECES,

IRON AND BRABS

BEDSTRERADS,
CUT, STEEL, & WROUGHT NAILS.

32, KING STREET,
Whitehaven.
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