I. E. Swift Co. Oil Wick Lamp

by Dave Johnson

stablished in 1869 to
serve the mines and
railv ays of the

Marguette Iron range, the L
E. Swift Co. of Ishpeming,
Michigan became the larg-
est supply house in the Up-
per Peninsula. By 1885 the
firm had expanded to sell
mill supplies, heavy hard-
ware, steel and lubricating
oil, in addition to mine and
railway supplies. The firm
further expanded before
1900 to handle building and
shelf hardware, house fur-
nishings, paints, glass and
other products.
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By 1900, I. E. Swift ex-
panded its operation to in-
clude a supply house in
Houghton to serve the
Michigancoppermines and
mills. The firm also served
the iron mines of
Michigan’s Gogebic Iron
Range.

I. E. Swift offered an oil
wick lamp under its firm
name. Produced by
Leonard Bros. of Scranton,
Pennsylvania, this lamp
follows the classic Leonard
Bros. style. The lamp
stands 2 14" tall to the top of
the cap and is made of tin,
with a brass collar. The
single spout is 3 %6” in
length. The most interest-
ing feature of this lamp is
the double wire cap hooks,
a feature found on ex-
tremely few oil wicks.

Does anyone else own a
different version of the I.
E. Swift lamp?

Sources:
Ishpeming City Directory 1889.

I. E. Swift Letterheads: 1885, 1892, 1899, 1901 from author’s collection.
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