The Anton Qil Lamp Wick Box
by Len Gaska

Carbide lamp collectors have an advantage in that there are many accessories and related
items to collect. Not only carbide flasks, but repair kits, cleaners, extra bottoms, parts, and
parts boxes. The oil lamp, safety lamp, and candlestick collector does not enjoy this advantage.
Related items for these categories of collecting are few in number and are very scarce.

The F. M. Anton oil lamp wick box illustrated below is in mint condition and contains 12 wicks,
six of the number 1 size for face lamps, and six of the number 2 size for driver's lamps. Affixed
to each wick is a red string to facilitate installation of the wick. The string allowed the miner to
pull the wick through the spout. The box is manila in color with red lettering and is 7 1/2" long,
2" wide, and 1" high (dimensions approximate).

The Anton family of Monongahela, Pennsylvania is well-known for their manufacture of oil
and Sunshine lamps. Brothers George, John, and Christopher all manufactured lamps either
alone or as partners. Although | am only speculating, there is little doubt that F. M. Anton was
related to the aforementioned Anton brothers.
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