The Stoper Rock Drill
by Mark Bohannan

The stoper is the only type of drill that was
made exclusively for underground mining.
It's a specially designed rock drill that is
held into position by an air piston or feed
bar at the bottom end of the drill. The
stoper is used for drilling holes in a
generally upward direction. Stopers were
made in both wet (using water) and dry
(using no water) types, and also in hand-
rotated and self-rotating models.

Stopers are the most common rock drill
found, especially in the western mining
region. There are many different styles and
brand names of stopers to be found, but
they all look very similar in appearance.

Ask for Stoper Bulletin No. 281-G
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