The "Octagon” Grier Cap Lamp
by Dave Thorpe

Several varieties of pinchwaist Grier cap lamps exist, that is, lamps which resemble early
Baldwins more than the common "vertical" Grier style. The "octagon" Grier is the most

elegantin design and the rarest.
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Distinguishing features include the eight sides water tank, an a top stamped with an eight
pointed star. The steel conical push-on reflector is identical to that found on many Baldwins
and all other known "pinchwaist" Griers. A wire cross-brace is missing from this unfired
specimen. The water door is domed and without any stamped design. The spelling of
Pittsburg on the top indicated that the lamp is of a more recent vintage than the "fat bottom"
pinchwaist Grier bearing the "G-H" spelling. See figure below.
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Another Grier cap lamp (not shown) bears an identical top stamping to the "octagon" Grier,
but differsin the following ways.

The water tank is of the standard teacup shape found on the common vertical Griers.
The water lever is of the swan-neck shape found on the common vertical Griers.

The water door bears an eight-point star stamping.

The cross-brace is a flat strip.

The push-on reflector is soldered in place.

This lamp represents an intermediate design between the "octagon" and the common
"vertical" Grier and exists in both the Dave Thorpe and Len Gaska collections.
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"Umbrella"” Lamps
by Len Gaska

Hand lamp use in the United States
occurred primarily in the western
states. That is, in metal mining
e rather than coal mining. One of the
problems with the use of hand
FLOAT .m!.IE- FEED lamps in the west was the presence
age of water in many mines. Although
the problem was not severe for the
conventional design where the
burner tip was horizontal, water
posed a problem for hand lamps
with a vertically oriented burner.
Although the wvertical burner
arrangement is common  in
European hand lamps, the author is
aware of only a few American
companies that made hand lamps
with vertical burners. The most well
known example is the Justrite
"Uncle Sam,” an aluminum hand
lamp dating from the late teens. An
optional water umbrella was
available for the Uncle Sam
(illustrated).

FLAT FLLAME BURNER

EQUIPPED WITH
UMBRELLA

Nos. 307, 309, 311.

Umbrella

Far burners
and parts {or
this lamp see

pases 14 & 13 Dewar Manufacturing Co. of
. Brooklyn, New York also made hand
lamps with a wvertical burner

No. 210

Height of Lamp 7 in. Weight, 2 Ibs.
Height to top of bail, 1014 inches.
Burns 614 hours on one charge
when equipped with /5 ft. burner.

Price, Complete ... .......... each. 24 1)

arrangement. They were all known
by the brand name "ITP" which
stands for "IT'S TROUBLE PROOF."
The ad to the left illustrates one of
these lamps with a water umbrella.
This Dewar hand lamp has been
found in several varieties.

Illustrations are from a Dewar lamp
catalog (date unknown) and from
the 1919 Justrite lamp catalog.

No. 324.
For all Lamps.
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