


by
Bill Spence and Dave Thorpe

The Maple City Manufacturing Company has been known for some years among lamp collectors
as the maker of some of the most prized miners' carbide lamps of all. The company was
founded in 1904 and set up shop in a large building on South First Street in Monmouth, illinois
that had previously been the home of the Maple City Soap Works. The company's principal
product was always oilers, in particular the "Howland Pump Oiler" which was supplied as
original equipment with Packard automobiles circa 1911-1912. In addition it made miners'
carbide lamps, the "lllinois" carbide feed acetylene generator for home lighting and
miscellaneous other tinware. The factory burned to the ground in November 1917 and was
apparently never re-opened.

Maple City made carbide miners' lamps from mid-1911 until some as yet undetermined date.
The earliest journal ad known to the authors comes from the July 1, 1911 Mining & Engineering
World. Maple City ran half- and full-page ads in Mines & Minerals from at least October 1911
through the end of 1912, after which time, the ads abruptly disappear. The company's activities
from 1913 through 1917 are not well documented and it is not certain that it was still making
carbide lamps at the time of the fire. The similarity of the Maple City lamps to other miners'
lamps suggest that the company made lamps for other concerns, although the time of such
relationships is speculative. In 1916 The Shapleigh Hardware Company in St. Louis advertised
a Union Carbide Lamp with generally similar features which might represent a late version of the
company's product. Other similar lamps would appear to have been made at an earlier date.

Not surprisingly, the original 1911 Maple City lamp is the most primitive. It features a simple dish
reflector soldered at some distance from the water tank and machine cut threads connecting top
and bottom, making the threads not externally visible. It was available only with the "regulated"
water feed (i.e. with a knurled knob and shutoff valve). The water door was screw-threaded.
Versions of this lamp were shown in advertisements without markings of any kind as well as with
the Maple City logo.

In early 1912 the body design was modified to incorporate rolled, externally visible threads. The
reflector was brought closer to the water tank, and later, was given a rolled edge. In the spring of
1912 they introduced a new version without the shutoff valve which was designated number 32,
while the regulator model was designated number 30. (The reason they weren't designated #1
and #2 probably lies in the fact that the Baldwin lamps, which outsold ail other brands by 4 to 1
combined in 1912, used the same numbers on their most popular models.)

Photo opposite page: Top lamp - Maple City model # 32 next to spare base with inset knurled screw cap
Middle lamp - Maple City model # 30
Bottom lamp - Earliest unstamped style Maple City ca. 1911, note lack of Stamping or
visible screw threads
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Maple City hand lamp compared to oiler
as depicted in 1912 catalog

Maple City oiler from Dave Thorpe collection,
and close-up of its screwcap, below. Same as
waterdoor of handlamp?

oilers. It is hard to resist the conclusion that
the hand lamp was created from parts already
available from production of the oilers and the
cap lamps.

Norleigh Diamond and Red Star

In addition to producing the Maple City
marked lamps, there can be little doubt that
the company manufactured custom-marked
(or perhaps unmarked) lamps to customer
order. Obvious examples of this are the
Norleigh Diamond and Red Star lamps. The
Norleigh trademark
belonged to the
Norvell-Shapleigh
Hardware Company

of St. Louis, which
certainly was not in the
lamp manufacturing busi-
ness, so it is plausible that
Maple City made the lamps
to their order. All external
features of the lamp are
identical to the Maple City #30 except for the
curvature of the shoulder of the water tank.
The Norleigh features a rounded shoulder not
typical of known Maple City lamps. Tops and
bottoms are fully interchangeable between the
two.

Similarly the Red Star logo belonged to Beall
Bros. of Alton, |lllinois, but Beall's
manufacturing facilities were devoted primarily
to hand tools, not brassware, so purchasing
custom made lamps would have been
plausible. ~ No examples of the Red Star
lamps have been examined by the authors,
but the features portrayed in the catalog
illustration closely resemble the Maple City
#32. The vintage of both brands coincides
with the known existence and activities of
Maple City. That together with the physical
similarity of the lamps and the geographical
proximity of the three businesses makes the
connection hard to refute.

Hand Lamps and Oilers

There was apparently also a Maple City hand
lamp. The authors have not examined this
lamp, but sketches show a remarkable
similarity to certain dome topped Maple City

Opposite page: Full and half page ads (reduced here)
ran regularly in mining journals during 1911 and 1912,
then abrubtly discontinued. Thereafter, private-label
lamps resembling the Maple City began to appear (Red
Star, Norleigh Diamond, Anton, Union Carbide).
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Early "anthracite"

Early "anthracites” and early
Maple Citys (ca. 1911)
utilized cut threads.and a
simple gas tube arrangement.
Lamp shown and matching
spare base are from Mike
Puhl collection. Barely visible
is knurling on tank flange and
screw cap for base.

AR
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Late "anthracite"

Later model "anthracites”, shown here, had rolled threads (not visible from
outside lamp) and an improved gas tube. The lamp on the left, from the Bill
Bowman collection, is externally similar to the early "anthracite” above
(except for lack of knurling on tank flange). This style of gas tube is the
same as that seen on late-model Maple City lamps (1912).
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"Anthracite": Unmarked Loop-hook Lamps

Known to lllinois miners as "the barrel"1, and dubbed "anthracite" by the late George Bayles,
these lamps are distinguished by a tiny loop in the wire hook. Though unmarked, certain design
features indicate that this is a Maple City product. Generally, all "anthracites" feature a wide-
mouth bottom, soldered-on reflector, lack of a striker, and similar size and shape to a Maple City.
(Similarity of size and shape is not a trivial matter. The Maple City lamp was smaller than most
other carbides and, except for those mentioned here, had its own-distinctive shape.) The
exteriorly located gasket is fully interchangeable with a Maple City.

However, they also featured a separate threaded insert, machine-cut on some lamps and rolled
on others, comprising the bottom threads, which are not externally visible in either case. Those
lamps with the machine-cut threads have a crude gas tube apparatus in the upper chamber,
much the same as the early 1911 vintage Maple City lamps. Later lamps, found with rolled
threads, had a different gas tube arrangement just as the later model 1912 Maple Citys (see
diagrams). On all lamps a little wad of orange _

wool is stuffed into the lower end of the gas tube
as a filter. Perhaps it is only coincidental that
Maple City Mfg. Co. shared an industrial
complex with a manufacturer of mittens. 2

The most odd of the loop-hook lamps is the very
rare "square-light" variety. Its distinctive rope-
knurled waterdoor has been seen elsewhere...
on a Maple City lamp.3

Considering these design similarities, it appears
that Maple City produced the "anthracite"
concurrently with its own name-stamped lamp
over an extended period that at least included
the years 1911-12. Were the loop-hook lamps
made for other retailers? At least one collector “
claims that the "anthracite” was marketed by RIS i
Montgomery-Ward, a Chicago-based firm just a Loop-hook "square-light"
stone's throw from Monmouth.

The Cylindrical Anton

Another lamp generally similar to the Maple City
is the cylindrical Anton Carbide, for it has a wide
mouth bottom with eccentric gasket, a soldered-
on reflector, and generally similar size and
appearance. However, it does have some
distinguishing features not found on marked
Maple City lamps, such as a striker, a backbrace
and distinctly different water lever and water
door. Based on knowledge of the vintage of the
Anton "squaretop” and of striker mechanisms,
this lamp probably dates from 1914.1 |tis a
reasonable hypothesis that the Antons had
some of these made up by Maple City pending
the introduction of their "squaretop" but
admittedly circumstantial. Cylindrical Anton
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Union Carbide

Of all the possible lamps connected to Maple City, the Union Carbide Lamp is the least similar.
The most notable physical similarity is the wide mouth bottom, but more importantly, "Monmouth,
lllinois" is stamped on the side of the lamp. The striker suggests it was available no sooner than
1913, and it is known to have been included in the 1916 Shapleigh catalog--prior to the Maple
City fire. In addition, sources in Monmouth believe that there was a connection of some sort
between the Maple City Mfg. Co. and Union Carbide Corporation (which is known to have had a
sales office in Monmouth), although this is thought to have been primarily in connection with the
lllinois carbide feed generator. Was Maple City the manufacturer of the Union Carbide Lamp? It
is certainly possible that this is how the Maple City lamp evolved, but more evidence is needed
to firmly establish a connection. -

References and Notes

1. Federal Reporter, Vol. 236., No. 2366, page 729. Circuit Court of Appeals, Dec 7, 1916. Prior to manufacturing his
own lamps, Frank Guy of Springfield, lllinois installed his dropper in lamps used in his area. Two of these mentioned
were the Blesser Lamp and a lamp known to the locals as "The Barrel".

2. Clemmer, G. S., American Miners' Carbide Lamps. "The Maple City address was actually a huge plant housing three
companies - Maple City; Boss Manufacturing Company, maker of mittens; and Monmouth Acetylene Company."

3. Mark Bohannan collection.
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Opposite page: Photo by the ever-witty Steve Loftin of Union Carbide cap lamp in his collection.
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