Auto-Lite Trivia

by Bob Schroth

I've recently taken a new interest in Auto-Lite varia-
tions, and in particular the variety of boxes made.
These photos are a sampling of some of the items I've
collected over the years. My pride and joy is the
nickel-plated early cap lamp shown left. Ithas a twist
feed like an ITP lamp rather than the usual lever as
seen on later lamps. It makes some sense as there
were no notches for the lever on the early pieces. The
earliest Auto Lites are identified by the inset stamp-
ing on the top.

Many lamp companies advertised a certain catchy
phrase. The one most people associate with Auto-
Lite is "They're Finer Says the Miner!" But their
earliest motto was "Demand Them!' as shown on this
early box below. The lamp shown on the box is a
generation later than the one shown in the photo, as
it has notches and presumably raised lettering on
top. I have seen early Auto-Lite cap lamps without
notches that have a single small raised dot on top as
a lever stop.

This early box
has made the
rounds! The
first owner
was Dave
Thorpe, and he
traded it to
Mark
Bohannan.
Though boxes
are Mark's
biggest pas-
sion, I knew
I'd end up with
it someday!
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The box shown right makes reference to
another catchy, if not trademarked term:
"Ball Dropper".

The three boxes shown together are rela-
tively common, but I've been able to draw
some conclusions. The box at far left is
white background with red letters and black
miner. This color combo was used for brass
lamps. At far right is the tan box with all
black letters. These boxes contained nickel-
plated lamps.

Finally, I have to
show the grand-
daddy of Auto-
Lite boxes. It is
the large one in
the middle. It
contained a
dozen individu-
ally boxed lamps.
The logo really
stands out due to
the size.
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This large box contains a soft cap with lamp.
Though it was marketed to hunters and
sportsmen, it has become a real collectible
with its fancy stamping and mention of the
"Blinder Beam".
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INSURES A 4710 DY MICURATE DRIP
OF WATER AND A STERADY EVEN
FLAME—ONLY AUTO-LITE LAMPS
HAVE THIS BALL DROPPER FEATURE




