The Wolf ‘Norton’
Patent Lamp

by Mick Corbridge

Years ago, when I acquired my first catalogues
and lists of ‘Wolf of Sheffield' early carbide
lamp products, I was intrigued with the style
of a small pattern lamp listed as a ‘Norton'
(see advertisement opposite page). Later when
I obtained a copy of William Maurice's patent
for his combined water filler door and thumb
screw pressure seat, (Pat No. 116837, dated
1918), I was fascinated to see that his origi-
nal patent design was for the ‘Norton' lamp
as shown by the drawings below.

Up to last month, I had never even seen an
example of this design of lamp, and I did not
know of one in any collection. Then whilst at
the well known Newark fleamarket last
month, I couldn't believe my eyes when I
found myself looking at the distinctive shape
of a ‘Norton’ lamp standing solitary on a

seller's stall. A price was
I negotiated, and I am now
the proud owner of the
early example lamp shown
above.

This lamp has several in-
teresting design points
showing its early manufac-
ture date, possibly around
19207 It has an early style
bridal with a threaded cast
boss below for the thumb
screw. It has a simple bent
round bar water tap, and
there is no sign of a reflec-
tor mount ever being fitted.
A most interesting feature
is the metal hook which
has a forged ‘shield’ shape
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MAURICE-WOLF ACETYLENE LAMPS.

(MAURICE'S PATENT, No. 118B37.)

A new series of Lamps embodying all the high qualities so long characteristic of Wolt
Lamps with recent improvements of great interest and utility.

Seamless steel vessels, heavily tirined, self-regulating brass valves, perfectly finished,

attractive in appearance, easy to manage, very durable, and thoroughly reliable. Complete

with Ten inch Solid Brass Reflectors, burners, and ring carrying handles or spike
hooks, as required.

No. 80A has our special lever lifting bridle for removing water vessel easily when it
sticks fast through neglect of cleaning out after use.
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PATENT SPECIFICATION

Apalieation Dats, Nov. 10, 1517, No. 16,505.17.
Complate Loft, May 10, 1918,
" Corplete Aceapted, June 27, 1914,

PROVISIONAL SUECIFICATION.
Improvements in Acetylone Harnd Lamps.

I, Witrrasm Mavmece, F.G.8,, .):LI.E.E., of 3538, Mushroom [ane, Shefiold,
in the County of York, Mining Engincer, do hereby declare the nature of this
invention to be as follows :—

Aly invention relates to acetylene Land lamps of the type in which an upper

" B or water veasel is superimposed on o lower vensel or carbids container, the twu

%, essels being held in close contact with each ather to ensure a gaa tight joint,

by moans of a serew passing through the bridle or handle, and prosing upon

. the crown of the water veascl. In some cases & metal pad or o mietal bridge is
secured upon tho crown to take thu thrust of tho screw. )

10 My invention consistx in the employment of » pad or cap against which the
acrow boars, 80 deaigned as to distribute thu pressure of ssid serew more evenly
over the crown of tho water vesscl, and thus obviate Laving all the stress oo

‘ tho woeakest. ‘part of the crown, and at the same time to proviide & cover fer a

. water hliing holo piaced centrully in the crowu. By s placing tha water bole I

ll‘ﬁ 18 am able to dispense with the separets fitting and eap which is usally provided
" for that purpozs ncwr the periphery of the crown. The pad or cap I emyploy is
of 3 mushroom farmation and is made of much greater strength than the arown
uf the water vegsel, and may be caat, stamped or presacd 1o the desired shape.
The atalk of thu muahroom cap foriws a guide or plug to kit into the !illing hole,

20 To a lug on the lower end of tho stalk T attach a chain with a crosa bar, of
o Ieegth greater thun the diameter of tho Blling hole, so that when tia Cap s
removod for the purpess of clhurging tho vessel with waler the cap is not detached
from the lamp, and 10 iy not labis to be misplaced or lost.

Datod this 9th Wday of Novembor, 1917,

25 - R. HEBER RADFORD, 80N & SQUIRE,
TFor the Applicant,
15, Ssint James' Row, Shofeld.

on the end of the bottom small radius loop. I have
never seen this design of hook on a carbide lamp
before and it looked to me to e continental where
this design was often used on frog lamps. These
thoughts are now fairly well confirmed when I came
by a copy of a works order from Wolf of Sheffield to
Frieman & Wolf - Germany (opposite page). This
order dated 1926, shows that although the lamp
was a William Maurice design, (as stated on the
order), the Norton lamps were actually manufac-
tured and supplied from Germany, then at 4 pounds
each, (I'll have 100 please!).

My lamp has the brass water door plug with incuse
lettering ‘Maurice's Pat. No. 116837; it also has
the Wolf of Sheffield brass shield on the back of the
lamp; were these fitted in Germany or when the
lamps arrived at Sheffield?
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‘Acetylene Corporation of G.B.'

The only other cannister lamp that I
have come across of similar design, i.e.
small pattern with a domed top and
central plug water door; is the possibly
even harder to find model manufac-
tured by ‘The Acetylene Corporation of
Great Britain’. This lamp is of even
earlier manufacture, i.e. around 1910,
and the one in my collection is shown
above. This lamp has a brass domed
cap as a water door and combined
screw lock base, and is not actually a
plug as later patented by Maurice.
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An order from Germany to Wm. Maurice includes “Your patent Norton lamps”.
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