THE ZAR AND HOLD-A-LITE CARBIDE LAMPS

by Mark Bohannan
Star Route Box 107E
Oro Grande, California 92368

Over the years, there has been
considerable debate as to whether the Hold-A-
Lite carbide lamp was manufactured before of
after the Zar carbide lamp. Many collectors
believed that the Hold-A-Lite lamp was in the
initial stages of production when Baldwin left
Simmons and took the Hold-A-Lite with him and
redesigned it into the Zar. I do not believe that
this is the case, and my interpretation of the
information available is as follows.

After leaving the John Simmons

Company in 1913, Frederic Baldwin formed the
Zar Manufacturing Company. The Zar
Manufacturing Company was established at 320
Broadway, New York City--which had been
~ Baldwin’s address for other business activities
for more than a decade. As Baldwin
manufactured and patented his new Zar lamp, the

John Simmons Company continued to
manufacture and sell the earlier style
"pinchwaist" Baldwin lamps.

It appears--according to ads--that
sometime around 1914 or 1915, an arrangement
between Frederic Baldwin and the John Simmons
Company was reached for the later to market the
Zar lamp.

By around the end of 1917, the Zar
Manufacturing Company was in the process of
going out of business. This is probably what
prompted Baldwin to sell seventeen of his patents
to the John Simmons Company. Almost all of
these patents related to the Zar lamp. Probably
prior to the actual purchase of these patents, the
John Simmons Company had acquired the rights
to these patents.
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A PATENT CHART FOR THE ZAR/HOLD-A-LITE LAMPS

Patents on the Zar with plate. Patents sold to John Simmons Co.
Oct. 11, 1918.

June 6, 1911 (#994,365)

July 1, 1913 (#1,066,241)

Oct. 14, 1913 (# 1,075,960)

#821,580

#994,365
1,066,241

#1,070,000

#1,075,960

#1,077,582
June 6, 1911 (#994,365)

July 1, 1913 (#1,066,241) #1,094,358
Oct. 14, 1913 (# 1,075,960) #1,099,908
Jan. 6, 1914 (#1,083,427) #1,101,982

Mar. 31, 1914 (#45,514) #1,115,157,
Apr. 21, 1914 (#1094,358) #1,174,035
#1,174,036
#1,174,037
#1,174,112
#1,237,449
#1,237,450

Patents unrelated
to the Zar lamp.

Patents on stamped Zar.

Patents on Hold-A-Lite.

Dec. 17, 1901 (#688,926
or 689,163)

Mar. 11, 1913 (#13,542)

Zar related patents

not on lamps, Oct. 14, 1913 (# 1,075,960)

Jan. 6, 1914 (#1,083,427)
#1,099,908 (June 16, 1914) =« 2 Mar. 31, 1914 (#45,514)

#1,101,982 (June 30, 1914)= Aol 1 O Apr. 21, 1914 (#1094,358)
#1,174,036 (Mar. 7, 1916) > “\~June 13, 1914*

#1,174,037 (Mar. 7, 1916) Oct. 27, 1914 (#1,115,157)
#1,237,449 (Aug. 21, 1917)

Patents sold to Dewar
Dec. 11, 1919,

A reflector-mounted flint striker
patented to Alonzo Roach, sold to
Percy G. Dick on April 7, 1914 and
resold on the same day to the Dewar
Mfg. Company.

#1,094,358

Patents sold to Dewar

July 29, 1913 (#1,068,93 1 )y

May 25, 1921.

#1,083,427

ZAR

The Best Lamp Built.

Strongest in Construc-
* This is a misprinted patent date. Patents were tion.
always granted on the Friday of each week. In June
of 1914, patents were granted on the 2nd, 9th, 16th,
23rd and 30th. There were two Zar related patents
granted in June of 1914, #1,099,908 on the 16th and

#1,101,982 on the 30th. One of these is probably the Z ar C or p or at 10N
intended patent date. 320 Broadway, N.Y.

Burners Never Clog.
18 Other Advantages.

Figure 1. A circa 1914 Zar advertisement.
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ZAR MNIAN UFA(.,TURING CO.

N 3zZ0C Broadway, New York,

Figure 2. The top and one end flap of a Zar lamp box.
The box is brown cardboard with black lettering and is 6
inches long by 3.25 inches wide by 2 inches high. (Bob
Schroth collection)
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Figure 4. Drawings of the tops of the water tanks and the
patent dates stamped on the side(s) of the lamps illustrating
the two styles of Zar lamps. The style on the left is the
earlier, yet more common style Zar lamp. (Drawings from
Paul Kouts’ Miner's Carbide Lamp Reference, Vol. V)

Figure 3. The Zar carbide lamp (3.875 inches tall).
(Mark Bohannan collection)
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Figure 5. A four page, 3.25 inch by 6 inch pamphlet with
blue-black printing describing the advantages of the Zar
lamp that was enclosed in the lamp box in Figure 2. (Bob
Schroth collection)
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YINER'S LA fh
APFLICATION TILED KoY 1C, 1313

1‘094,353_ Patented Apr. 21, 1914

F.o B BALDWIN,
ACETYLERE LAt
APPLICATION FILEG SXEL G0 15

1,083,427, Patented Jise 6, 1914,

Figure 6. Zar patent filed May 16, 1913. This is the
other major Zar patents Baldwin sold to Simmons on
October 18, 1918, and was then sold to the Dewar Mfg.

Company on December 11, 1919.

DFSIGN.

F. E. BALDWIN.
LAMP BODY FOR MINERS' LAMPS,
APPLIOATION FILED SEPT.18, 1910,

45614 Patented Mar. 31,1914

Figure 8. Design patent filed on September 18, 1913, by

Frederic Baldwin for the "Zar" carbide lamp.

Figure 7. Zar patent filed September 12, 1913. This is
the other major Zar patents Baldwin sold to Simmons on
October 18, 1918, and was then sold to the Dewar Mfg.
Company on May 25, 1921.
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Figure 9. Instruction sheets enclosed in the bottom of the
Zar lamp. The instruction sheets are printed in black and
are shown at 64 % actual size. (Bob Schroth collection)
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F. E. BALDWIN.
ACETYLENE LAMP.
APPLICATION FILEO MARK. 1. 1914,

1,174,037,

Patented Mar. 7, 191G.

Figure 10. Zar patent filed March 18, 1914, detailing the
unique Zar reflector and striker.

F. E. BALDWIN.
LAME.
APPLIGATION TILLD MAR. 18, 1914

1,099,908.

Patented June 16. 1914

Figure 12. Zar patent filed March 18, 1914, detailing the
attachment of the cap hook to the inside of the water tank.
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Figure 11. Zar patent filed May 20, 1913, detailing the
Zar water control valve mechanism.

Again, according to ads, 1917 seems to
mark the introduction of the Hold-A-Lite lamp
by the John Simmons Company. This lamp is
very similar in appearance to the Zar lamp. The
water tank design is identical to the Zar except
that the Hold-A-Lite tank had water lever
notches added to the top of the tank. The base of
the Hold-A-Lite was changed to resemble the
base of the Simmons "Pioneer" lamp which had
just begun to be manufactured. The Zar
reflector was also replaced with a modified deep
dished Simmons Pioneer reflector. The bottom
of the Hold-A-Lite lamp is marked with the
Simmons name and logo (Figure 14).

At the same time that the John Simmons
Company bought the seventeen patents from
Baldwin, they were also beginning to phase out
the manufacturing of their carbide lamps. For
this reason--and the scarcity of the Hold-A-Lite
lamp--it appears that the lamp was manufactured
for a very short time.

This is further illustrated by the fact that
the John Simmons Company sold one of the
major Zar patents (No. 1,094,358) to the Dewar
Manufacturing Company on December 11, 1919.
Then, on May 25, 1921, they sold a second
major Zar patent (No. 1,083,427) to Dewar.

Even though in the 1921 Thomas’
Register, there is listed in the section of leading
trade names, "ZAR - DEWAR MFG. CO.," it
appears that the Dewar Manufacturing Company
never manufactured a Zar/Hold-A-Lite style
lamp.



Figure 13. The Hold-A-Lite carbide lamp (3.75 inches
tall). (Mark Bohannan collection)

One final comment, there is some
evidence that when Frederic Baldwin began to
manufacture his new lamp, the name "Zar" was
not going to be the name of the lamp. According
to a correspondence from Errol Christman to the
Lamp Post in 1980, Errol had removed the Zar
name plate on one of his lamps and discovered
that under the plate the lamp was stamped:

BALCO
NEw YORK

The name "Balco" probably stood for Baldwin
Company, in which a 1918-1924 New York
Business Directory lists the "Frederic Baldwin
Manufacturing Company" until at least 1924.
Could these be the same companies? This is
further exemplified by the fact that most of the
Zar patents were filed for in the middle of 1913,
yet the Zar trademark was not applied for until
April 10, 1915, and then its usage date was
stated as not being until January 1, 1914,

There are two styles of the Zar Lamps as
shown in Figure 4, while only one style of Hold-
A-Lite lamp known at this time.
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JOHN SIMMONS CO,
MFRS BALDWIN LAMPS
NEW YORK, U.5.A.

Figure 14. Drawing of the unique Hold-A-Lite base and
bottom stamping.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

FREDERIC E. BALDWIN
New York, New York

TRADE-MARK FOR ACETYLENE-LAMPS.
Application filed April 10, 1915
No. 107,044 Registered Nov. 9, 1915

ZAR

Figure 15. On November 9, 1915, the trademark ZAR
was registered by the Frederic E. Baldwin. Prior to being
registered, this trademark had been used by Baldwin since
January 1, 1914.
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