A Different Lee Bros. Lamp

Bob Guthrie, Silverthorne, CO

A couple of weeks ago I won this lamp on ebay (fig 1 and 2). When the bidding started, it was
listed with a different patent date, which I knew was wrong. Indeed the patent date of April 25,
ohn Q. Lee (fig. 3, 4).
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Figs. 1 and 2: Lee Bros. lamp recently acquired.

PATENT OFFICE,

JOHE . LER, 0F PLYMOUTH, PENNEVEVANLA.

IMPROVEMENT IN MINERS' LAMPS.

Bpacdsasion famsiug pach of Laiters Fatent Ko

10,850, deted dpeil 8, 1598; applissilos flsd

Falbrary I7, 1990

T adl wohom & may conse;
Ha (8 koown that T, Toma ). Lan, of Plym:

oath, in % ooanty of Lussena &nil Bisls of | wlrong draft the Sann from the

1 The sbieation o suldaring of b the ms ol
madder 18 ihsl whin the lnnp ue:q:mul. ”ta-:.
ok koot

Pomsyivanla, b invonis) vertain sew nod | over the bop asd welis U sl h
warfil Imprvemenis o Mines Lampa, of | the fop, mli {mhr:‘mm”m ';:plnﬁn:
lnag,

'l'uuhthn:l'ull.umu* s 0 ajumilinaties:
Thu natum of this invention i an improve.
weend ki manen lemps; &l ouaists in mak-
ingy wanl himgfug the !lH: to tha lamp, ua will
bo liereimadter mvome flly sk farid.
lu arlur Lo guslile others ehilled in the art
te whish my imvention sppartaing ts makn
il usin (i wme, I will oow proveed o de
woribm fts vovetraetion nnd epesution, Fde
ring to the ansexpd dewing, which fonns »
prart ol this specifestion, ond (n whisli—
Figure 1 i n seetbes of (g Lo of my lnmps,
Al i Bask fop punched or out oot of ooa
poern of sheet motal Flg. 3 &6 & secbion of
thae top of my by, oo Lilsnis of sheec matal,
Iwing & modidention of the plan sewn in
Fig. 1. Wig. 0 ahows the anlizacy midering
The Bingeatrap of metal bo Setog af the lamp.
In thizse fguves, A B U top ef L busp,
nnd 15 th hinge. The top A is ponobed or
unb from oo pees of sheet notal T pest
Al lusger by dimmeter than the part AY
which is eonave; or formed as shown Ly il
seotiom af thi tep I Figa, | asd 2, ind which
may e adinchel therein or be & part thors
. Tha part A' s tnmad 0] as] over the
|eujrcting (langes = of the part A% eooriug
Ut B parts toguilser, ib farming & lop

B in tha wire him meil through e eye
im the top, thm d.u‘:u?ﬂmnm;h tha Irl:zcl
will of liing, and elinched or ctberwae
moaereil therein.  The syo of dw top & formed
By b omnoeLin g-pisid, aa shows by the bk
Huﬁml‘h:. L

liie o fivemsii b of thin duvios (s ench that
i Vafy Abroog aml sseure top b6 Stied to the

by,
|. IIII'|'|JI|.' Wiiig Fally deserbied wy inventlon,

whit 1 elaiin as oew, sl ilssbie G stin by
Lettera Patent, ji—

1o A lwmpdon oomposal ol iwo iliekneses,
nmd nnited gy h-:h“g i pioos frmed op nnd
fwrlhlwvrvu.ng nmges of the ol there:
iy ol i witl e =36 of eldir, we i
welbod, T 4

2 A lnmp top, A pusshied or ool from ong
shewt of mntal, by enmbnstion with & hinge,
E, ailsilantially s the masner osd Tor the
prpabi= B fureli,

Tu jestlmooy et T clalm the foregoing ns
my own I w my algesiarn in presescs nf
e Wl

JOHN @ LRE

raby Witnesnee;
of two thlekmesss, whisl s unibel rir'hnnl-] Jonn Hursmoee,

cthin ues of palder,

14

W, G, BR,

1. Q. LEL.
MINZIAS LAND.

Fe. 176,650, Tatentad April 28, 1076:
A
-
g,
D
Wrrhesses: 7. .
%‘_ ﬂ f‘ 3, PWM

Figs. 3 and 4: 1876 Patent by John Q. Lee.



I went to my collection to find what lamps I
had with the LEE BROS. Name and found
only this one (fig 5, 6). This lamp, which
many of you will recognize as the classic LEE
BROS. lamp, has on the name and town of
Plymouth, PA stamped on the lid (fig 5).

Figs. 5 and 6: Unpatented Lee Bros. lamp with Plymouth, PA stamped into the lid.

The patent sited above is for a lid modification and indeed this is what caught my eye about this
new LEE BROS lamp. This construction eliminates the solder joint on the top of the lid. There
are many other lamps out there that have lost the solder joint on the top or the entire top is
gone. The other unique construction point is that the lid hinge is attached to the font by a steel
wire that penetrates the font at both ends (fig 7). To add further stability, this part of the hinge
is wrapped in tin plate soldered to the font (fig 8).

Figs. 7 and 8: The patented lid eliminates
the vulnerable solder joint at the lid, and

is further strengthened by having the lugs
penetrate the font. Also note the protective

cover soldered over the hinge lugs.

This last part of the lamp was not described in the patent of April 25, 1876. Unfortunately, the
stamp on the new lamp is quite weak on the one side and only one E of LEE is readable. Most of
PLYMOUTH, PA is readable. There is no doubt, however, that this is a LEE BROS. lamp.

I searched the patent base and found no other
patents issued to LEE. Also, only John Q Lee is
listed on the patent, but he must have had a
brother or two somewhere. My favorite physics
professor had a saying that he often used when
confronted with a new finding, "Now that we know
that, what do we know?" This seems to aptly
describe this discovery.

Fig. 9: Lee Bros. lamps compared.
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