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To summarize:  The available evidence indicates that Union Cap & Fuse was incorporated in 
New Jersey in 1912.  Its business and manufacturing operations were located in Cleveland, Ohio.  
Its first and probably only manager was Plumer Wheeler of Alton, Illinois, a Harvard graduate 
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in chemistry.  The company started operations no earlier 
than 1913 and may have begun operating later.  It probably manufactured its own blasting caps.  
It operated at least between 1915 and 1917.  It was never an economically important member of 
the explosives industry.  It remained in business only for a short time, possibly ceasing 
operations by 1918.   As a consequence, it never caught the attention of Van Gelder and Schlatter 
when they prepared their 1927 @05,7#D'76',3$'!F:-750L$5'E+9"5,#D'0+'./$#01&.  In the short time it 
existed, however, Union Cap & Fuse used some of the rarest and most beautiful blasting cap tins 
that any collector could want. 
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5X Square, 100-count tin, crimped edges, painted light green with gold lettering 
6X Round, 100-count, embossed tin 
 Round, 25-count tin, plain lid, paper label printed with the number 100, but 

over stamped with the number 25 
 Square, 100-count tin, crimped edges, painted dark green with gold lettering 

8X Square, 100-count tin, crimped edges, painted dark blue with gold lettering 
? Square, 100-count tin, crimped edges, painted red with gold lettering 
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