The 'Wolf of Leeds' Colibri No. 85 Cap Lamp

by Mick Corbridge

As many collectors know, the many hours spent trailing around car boot sales with that
searching eye trained upon the slim chance of spotting a rare example of a lamp, rarely pays
off, but sometimes it does - why else would we do it? Anyway it paid off for me recently when
whilst at such a event, I spotted, and rapidly purchased, the lamp shown below. This find was
a brass Colibri type ( No.85) carbide cap lamp manufactured by 'The Wolf Safety Lamp Com-
pany of Leeds which was confirmed by the embossed banana shaped badge details on the
front, and the incuse lettering on the top of the lamp. The best part of this lamp was it's fine
condition: unfired and as new. Unfortunately, the push on brass parabolic reflector originally
supplied with this design of lamp was missing, but the original early form ceramic jet was still
in place. The wire cap mounting hook is complete, but I am unsure if a brace as shown in
advertisements for this lamp was ever fitted, or was removed; the clean neat condition of the
rear of the lamp makes it difficult to tell. The advertisement information for this lamp was
found in the 'Wolf of Leeds' 1911 carbide lamp catalogue (see below).
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It is interesting to relate that after the collapse of 'Wolf of Leeds' a year later in 1912, this
pattern of carbide cap lamp was transferred to the new 'Wolf of Sheffield' (see 1914 advertise-
ment below).

ACETVLENE |
| MINERS
- LAMPS

“COLREITYPE , WHRH O THE AP
s  FEEFEST SAFETY ; .

WRITE For caTalosue-WOLTF SAFETT LamMmpP Co., SH’E]"FIEL’DZ

-E:-i'f.'enﬁwei:,f ang 1 ::-t-:uan.mlngfy
used in place of Candle oz
L-:n-.uf::s carried oo themimers
Eﬂ'P'-. .
Lowest Weight.,
Strongest Construction,
Brlliant Light.
OMNEAR NITHAL TO5T
CHEAE UPKEEP

Reatiiled from Carbide Tlask sanven
':r.-n.ﬂ:" earrnad by lhewser

The 1914 ad showing that Wolf of Sheffield later manufactured this pattern of cap lamp.

The remaining company at Leeds ('Cremer Lamp', later to become 'Premier Lamp'), continued
to manufacture of the original similar 'Wolf of Leeds' cap lamp: the 'Colibri No.86 '. This is
evidenced by the 'Wolf of Leeds' advertisement dated 1911, and the photograph (below) show-
ing my 'Premier'- Colibri 86 handlamp dated around 1930. The handlamp has the exact same
water tank and reflector as the cap lamp No.85, but is modified with a rear spade mount as
well as a bail & hanging hook. Additionally it was fitted with a taller base.
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