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Midsummer in Tucson—triple-digit heat, blistered roads with lethargic traffic, not too 

many people around—and those ice-cream-scoop cumulus clouds piling up in the sky 
might offer some hope of a monsoon storm in the late afternoon, but meanwhile the 
relentless mineral collector goes to his desk (instead of relenting) and interrogates his 
computer for news concerning... 

 
What’s New on the Web 
 

These first three paragraphs, describing some recent updates on Dan Weinrich’s 
website, are written in memory of Doug Toland, my old bud from college, who died in 
May 2018—see my obituary for him in the September-October 2018 issue of the 
Mineralogical Record.  For several decades of exhausting, dangerous, black-fly-infested 
summers, Doug and his collecting partner, Tom Hanna, recovered specimens of epidote, 
quartz, clintonite and other good things from Copper Mountain and Green Monster 
Mountain, Prince of Wales Island, Alaska—reviving these famous late 20th and early 
21st century localities. At other times of the year, besides field collecting in other places, 
Doug traded his Prince of Wales Island specimens for other material and, putting the 
silver pick into play as well, slowly built up a serious worldwide mineral collection. His 
heirs have now released that collection to Dan Weinrich Minerals Inc. 
(weinrichmineralsinc.com), and I would strongly advise everyone to keep checking this 
frequently updated website for Alaskan epidote specimens such as the splendid miniature 
seen below, priced at $250. There are also chlorite-included quartz (in rare cases Japan-
law-twinned), andradite, magnetite, adularian orthoclase and other gleanings which Dan 
intermittently offers and which either Doug or Tom was first to take from slimy pockets 
in crumbly skarn on slippery mountain slopes. (Preserving such knowledges when we can 
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is just decent behavior; in this case the story is told by Doug himself, in his article in the 
September-October 2004 issue, describing collecting conditions on Prince of Wales 
Island, and this is what you should read if you’re going to buy one of Doug’s epidotes 
from Dan.)  

 
 

 
 

Epidote, 4.5 cm, from Green Monster Mountain, Prince of Wales Island, Alaska. Collected by Doug 
Toland. Weinrich Minerals specimen and photo. 
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Doug Toland also collected some fine examples of the very rare zeolite yugawaralite 
from outcrops along the Chena Hot Springs Road near Fairbanks, North Star Borough, 
Alaska, and Dan has recently posted a few inexpensive ($20 to $40) yugawaralite 
miniatures from this locale and from Doug’s collection. The world’s very best 
yugawaralites were those found in the late 1990s in the Malad-Kurar quarry complex 
near Mumbai, India, but these Alaskan specimens are quite good, with sharp 
yugawaralite crystals to 1 cm, distinctively shaped like the foot-ends of coffins, resting 
on, and partially enclosed by, drusy quartz: 

 

 
 

Yugawaralite with drusy quartz, 4.5 cm, from the Chena Hot Springs Road near Fairbanks, Alaska. 
Collected by Doug Toland. Weinrich Minerals specimen and photo. 
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And then there is Doug’s “worldwide” collection. When I first saw, on the Weinrich 
site, the beautiful specimen from the short-lived (ca. 1975-1984) production of 
pyromorphite at the Les Farges mine near Ussel, Corrèze, France, it was like catching 
sight of an old friend miraculously unchanged after 40 years—for I procured this 
specimen for Doug in about 1980, in Idar-Oberstein, Germany. I don’t remember what 
the piece cost back then, in the halcyon days when a dollar could buy four whole 
Deutschmarks; certainly it cost less than the $1500 that Dan asks today. But that price 
still amounts to a bargain, I think, for a pyromorphite so very fine. At the time, I was 
tempted to keep the big 6-cm specimen for myself and return Doug’s money to him (even 
though I am a confirmed thumbnail collector). 

 

 
 

Pyromorphite, 6 cm, from the Les Farges mine, Ussel, Corrèze, France. Ex Doug Toland collection.  
Weinrich Minerals specimen and photo. 
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Very recently, Dave Bunk (davebunkminerals.com) invited us all to visit “Afghanistan 

on the website,” featuring an impressive batch of loose crystals of elbaite from the 
prospect at Mawi (Dave writes “Mawi mine”) in Nuristan Province, Afghanistan. (For 
more information on the locality see Peter Lyckberg’s “Gem Pegmatites of Northeastern 
Afghanistan” in September-October 2017.) Dave has about 20 singly terminated, largely 
gemmy and vividly pretty elbaite crystals, color-zoned in green and pink, from 2 to 6.2 
cm, at prices from $150 to $2500. These are excellent gem tourmalines, and the special 
one shown below here, Dave’s only example sporting a little burst of lepidolite near the 
base, comes with a label showing its impressive history: Charles Key → Perkins Sams → 
Houston Museum of Natural History → Gene LaBerge → Cal Graeber. Its price is 
$1,250. 

 

 
 

Elbaite, 3.8 cm, from Mawi, Nuristan, Afghanistan. 
Dave Bunk Minerals specimen and photo. 
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The Tonglushan mine near Daye, Hubei Province, China—which dates back some 

3500 years—is said to be the oldest continuously working copper mine in the world. 
Although not especially noted for collector-quality minerals, the mine surprised us five 
years ago by producing some odd-looking chalcocite/djurleite/chalcopyrite specimens 
from a single huge pocket. At the time, these were brought to the market by Rob 
Lavinsky’s The Arkenstone (irocks.com). Now Rob and the Tonglushan mine have done 
it again; Rob has secured about 20 good matrix specimens and about 100 “loose” 
specimens of spherical chalcopyrite from a zone in the mine where they were carefully 
collected between January and April 2019. The spherical aggregates have been found to 
be pure chalcopyrite and not some peculiar sulfide mixture like the 2014 Tonglushan 
specimens. On the Arkenstone website you’ll find a discussion by Peter Megaw 
regarding the probable mode of formation, plus Rob’s account of how the specimens 
were collected. These odd chalcopyrite “balls” (as Rob is calling them) are almost 
perfectly spherical, and some indeed are chalcopyrite-colored while others are peacock-
blue and iridescent even though testing has detected no surficial bornite. Some specimens 
are simply single, mostly thumbnail-size balls while others are grapy clusters, some all-
golden, some all-blue, and some in a mixture of colors. Still others show the balls 
partially embedded in hardened, sulfide-infused mudstone matrix. Specimens from this 
very recently discovered occurrence of chalcopyrite—for which “distinctive” seems too 
weak a word—are not yet posted on the Arkenstone site, but Rob tells me that he’ll have 
the whole lot of them at the Denver Show in September.  

 

 
 

Chalcopyrite, 5 cm, from the Tonglushan mine, Daye, Hubei Province, China. The Arkenstone 
specimen and photo. 
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In these online reports I have often highlighted the website of David K. Joyce 

(davidkjoyceminerals.com), where out-of-the-way but altogether collectible mineral 
finds, especially from Canada, are apt to appear. This time, look under “100 most 
recently added specimens” and you will come upon David’s ten miniature and small-
cabinet-size, newly dug specimens of a zeolite not as elusive as yugawaralite but still on 
the rare side: brewsterite. Whether this is the barium-dominant species brewsterite-Ba or 
the strontium-dominant species brewsterite-Sr, David does not say. But these are very 
good specimens, with sharp, blocky, milky white brewsterite crystals to 8 mm intergrown 
on pale gray andesite. The locality, a roadcut near Olalla, just west of Yellow Lake, 
British Columbia, has intermittently given up brewsterite since the 1970s, and these new 
examples are among the best.  

 

 
 

Brewsterite, 4.1 cm, from Olalla near Yellow Lake, British Columbia, Canada. 
David K. Joyce Minerals specimen and photo. 
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I seem to be on a bit of a zeolite kick here, so while I’m at it I will refer you to the site 

of Arrowwood Minerals (arrowwoodminerals.com), whose proprietor, Richard Ertel, is 
selling off miscellaneous specimens from his own collection, including four pages (in 
Gallery 10) of Indian zeolites and associated species with price tags of the HQLP (High-
Quality-Low-Price) type. Richard asks just $40 for a lovely, 8.5-cm stilbite from Nasik 
and $35 for a fine pale green fluorapophyllite, also from Nasik—both shown below. 

 

 
 

Stilbite, 8.5 cm, from Nasik, Maharashtra, India. 
Arrowwood Minerals specimen and photo. 

 
 

       
 

Fluorapophyllite, 6 cm, from Nasik, Maharashtra, India. 
Arrowwood Minerals specimen and photo. 
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To return now to the radically pricier world of gem crystals, how about some super 
examples of the famous red beryl from the Wah Wah Mountains of Utah? The Utah-
based dealership of Lehigh Minerals (lehighminerals.com) has a selection of exquisite red 
beryl specimens which, though hardly “new”—the update is dated May 2014—remain 
unsold, and fairly beg notice. The largest of the lot, a loose, doubly terminated, partially 
gemmy, deep red 1.9-cm crystal with spots of adhering rhyolite is just about as nice a 
specimen of Utah red beryl as you could ask for, priced at $4500. But if you want to go 
all-in, there’s also a right-angled pair of beautiful, sharp, undamaged, gemmy hexagonal 
prisms, the whole just 1.2 cm across, for ten times as much, yes that’s right, the price tag 
is $45,000. Both of these elite little items, and the handful of others on the website came 
from the well-known Violet Claims and were purchased originally from Rex Harris, who 
collected them back in the day when Utah red beryl was available in larger quantities on 
the market than it is today. 

 

 
 

Red Beryl, 1.9 cm, from the Violet Claim, Wah Wah Mountains, Beaver 
County, Utah. Lehigh Minerals specimen and photo. 

 

 
 

Red Beryl, 1.2 cm, from the Violet Claim, Wah Wah Mountains, Beaver 
County, Utah. Lehigh Minerals specimen and photo. 
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At the recent Ste.-Marie-aux-Mines Show, indefatigable Jordi Fabre of Fabre 

Minerals (fabreminerals.com) picked up some fine new specimens of Brazilian 
ludlamite, and he offers six matrix miniatures in his “post-Ste.-Marie” update, first 
espied in my browser just yesterday (August 6). This new locality in Amazonas state, in 
the rain-forest depths of Brazil, seems to be a swampy reducing environment (cf. the 
vivianites and anapaites of Kerch, Ukraine) which has only yielded significant ludlamite 
in the last year or so. Jordi gives the full locality designation as the Cabeça do Cochorro 
claim, São Gabriel da Cochoeira, Amazonas. Sharp, translucent green ludlamite crystals 
to 1.2 cm rest on blankets of tiny yellow-brown siderite crystals resting in turn on dull 
brown matrix; some specimens show solid crusts of the ludlamite crystals while others, 
such as the one shown here, have isolated ludlamite crystals and are (in my modest 
opinion) snazzier-looking. Of late, at shows and online, I have noticed other large, 
dramatic, swampy-type vivianite specimens from this locality too.  

 

 
 

Ludlamite, 3.2 cm, from the Cabeça do Cachorro Claim, São Gabriel da 
Cochoeira, Amazonas, Brazil. Fabre Minerals specimen and photo. 
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Jack Crowley of The Crystal Mine (crystal-mine-com) has ten miniature to large-

cabinet-size specimens of epidote with K-feldspar and albite from a new site somewhere 
in the Tormiq Valley of Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan: he writes that they came “from a 
single pocket collected in late 2017” and that they were brought to the 2019 Tucson 
Show, where Jack acquired all that the pocket had yielded. On white feldspar matrix, 
dark pistachio-green, highly lustrous, long-prismatic epidote crystals and subparallel 
crystal sprays form dense jumbles, to fine aesthetic effect; featured here is the biggest and 
probably best specimen in Jack’s keeping, priced at $1,200. Other localities in Pakistan at 
other times have yielded fine epidote specimens (the recent “bowties” from Balochistan 
in the country’s southwestern part come to mind), but these brilliant jackstraw aggregates 
from the northern mountains are unlike any earlier Pakistan epidotes that I know of. 

 

 
 
 

Epidote, 14 cm, from the Tormiq Valley, Skardu district, Gilgit-Baltistan, Pakistan. The Crystal Mine 
specimen and photo. 
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The Italian Mineral One dealership (mineral-one.com) has a May 2019 update with 20 
gold specimens from an ancient classic locality: the Roşia Montană (or Verespatak) 
district of mines, Apuseni Mountains near Zlatna, Alba Province, Romania. (“Zlatna” 
means “golden.”) Exploitation, first of alluvial gold by Bronze Age peoples, then of the 
gold-bearing quartz veins by Romans two thousand years ago, continued at intervals until 
the last of the mines closed in 2007. Although crystallized gold from Roşia Montană can 
be extremely fine, it is rare to see specimens of any quality on the mineral market today. 
The thumbnails and miniatures on the Mineral One site show bright carpets of 
arborescent gold on pale gray dacite, the carpets covering from a fourth to a half of the 
matrix surfaces. Specimens range from 2 cm (170 Euros ≈ $200) to 8.5 cm (2900 Euros ≈ 
$3500); the thumbnail shown here, a representative midpoint, is priced at 330 Euros (≈ 
$400). 

 

 
 

Gold, 2.5 cm, from the Roşia Montană district, Apuseni Mountains, Alba Province, 
Romania. Mineral One specimen and photo. 
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Isaias Casanova of IC Minerals (icminerals.com) introduced his new Mexican barite 

at the 2019 Tucson Show, but he has a few big cabinet specimens of the material left, and 
they may be seen on his website now. The find was made, Isaias says, just before the 
show, i.e. about seven months ago now, in the Volcano vein of the San Diego mine, 
Santa Barbara, Chihuahua, Mexico. The barite crystals, reaching 2.4 cm individually, are 
blue-gray to yellowish gray, chisel-shaped, transparent and lustrous; the clusters of such 
crystals reach medium-cabinet size. For the typically flashy-looking example shown here 
Isaias asks $400. 

 

 
 

Barite, 11.3 cm, from the Volcano vein, San Diego mine, Santa Barbara, Chihuahua, Mexico. IC 
Minerals specimen and photo. 
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This is far from the first time that I have pointed to the excellent website of Quebul 
Fine Minerals, with its specimens that bespeak a fine eye for aesthetics in minerals, 
shown in gorgeous photos. Nadya and Todor specialize in well-known and also in little-
known Canadian minerals. Now, as before, the site offers several topnotch thumbnails of 
a famous and beautiful item from a defunct occurrence: cubanite from the Henderson #2 
mine, Chibougamau, Quebec. The bright, brassy, sleek, cyclically twinned example 
shown here is, I think, the best of the current lot which is sprinkled about the Quebul site 
(quebulfineminerals.com)—and I’ve seen much inferior cubanite thumbnails from 
Chibougamau priced much higher than the $1050 that Todor and Nadya ask for this one. 

 

 
 

Cubanite, 2 cm, from the Henderson #2 mine, Chibougamau, Québec, Canada. Quebul Fine Minerals 
specimen and photo. 

 
 
 
 
 



============================================================ 

 
============================================================ 

www.MineralogicalRecord.com       ©2011 The Mineralogical Record, Inc. 

15

The last dealership that I’ll mention here is a new advertiser in our magazine, whose 
website I’ve just now gotten around to checking out closely: Fine Minerals Gallery on 
Hollywood Road, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong, with a site whose address is 
www.fmg.com.hk. The site advertises, with minimal text, some fine-to-wondrous 
specimens of different sorts, from different localities, though Chinese minerals 
predominate. On the home page, under the heading “Sam Yung and Fine Minerals 
Gallery,” we read: 

 

Sam’s lifelong interest in mineralogy first led to the formation of The Mineralogy 
Society of Hong Kong in 2004 together with other like-minded Hong Kong 
mineral collectors. Then in 2010, Sam established the Fine Minerals Gallery, 
specializing in the collection of masterpieces with the purpose of supplying 
world-class mineral specimens to collectors and museums.  

 

Yes, most of these specimens may safely be called “high enders,” although no prices 
are given—not even a “POR”—to accompany the images on the site. But this is certainly 
an attractive site, and regular visits to it are in order. Here are three examples of what I 
mean: 

 

 
 

Cerussite, 3 cm, from Tsumeb, Namibia. Fine Minerals Gallery Hong Kong specimen 
and photo. 
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Analcime, 5 cm, from the Fengjiashan mine, Daye, Hubei Province, China. 
Fine Minerals Gallery Hong Kong specimen and photo. 

 
 

 
 

Azurite, 6 cm, from the Liufengshan mine, Guichi, Chiuzhou Prefecture, Anhui 
Province, China.  Fine Minerals Gallery Hong Kong specimen and photo. 
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Exhibit: “Magnificent Emeralds:  
Fura’s Tears” in New York This Fall 

 

 
 

Emerald, 5 cm, from the Muzo mine, Boyacá, Colombia. Ex James 
Horner collection. Irv Brown specimen and photo. 

 
While doing research for our special Colombian Emeralds! Issue (January-February 

2016) I came to appreciate emeralds much more deeply than I had before. Even setting 
aside their extraordinary potential to make extraordinarily valuable gemstones, the 
emeralds which have come for 500 years from the Muzo, Cosquez and other mines in 
Boyacá State, Colombia make for what are among the most breathtaking of all mineral 
specimens, the more so when gleaming white calcite crystals and/or brilliant, complex 
crystals of pyrite accompany the lusciously green hexagonal prisms. It would seem that 
high-end New York mineral dealer Stuart Wilensky agrees, for he has been organizing an 
exhibition whose title appears in the heading above (see the Mineralogical Record special 
issue to learn what “Fura’s tears” refers to), and this exhibition will fill a gallery space in 
the heart of New York City’s Chelsea arts district, at 173 10th Avenue. The exhibition 
will run from September 26 through December 30, 2019.  

If you look on Stuart’s website (wilenskyminerals.com) you’ll find his description of 
the coming event: “This exhibition is focused on natural emeralds, as found and 
preserved in specimen and crystal form…We estimate that there are less than twenty-five 
[truly exceptional emerald specimens] in the world [and] of those twenty-five, half of 
them [will be] here on exhibit.”   
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Stu’s website also has a page showing pictures of, and providing much information 
regarding, five emerald specimens which will be on display in the exhibition. Among the 
very topmost of these is shown above. It is a doubly terminated, deeply colored and 
totally gemmy emerald crystal 5 cm long, in a setting of calcite and pyrite crystals, 
unearthed in the Muzo mine in the mid-1990s. The specimen was purchased for $1.2 
million by James Horner (two-time Oscar-winning composer for Hollywood movies), 
and following his death in June 2015 the composer’s collection was displayed in the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. And that’s just one of the stars of “Fura’s Tears,” 
to see which, I’d say, is worth some significant autumn travel, even including numerous 
rides on the Manhattan subway. 

 
Chris Stefano joins the Mineralogical Record 
 

You’ll read more of this in our November-December 2019 issue, and maybe you’ve 
seen it already on our Facebook page, but, briefly, yes, a new person has come to join the 
crew of the Mineralogical Record: Christopher (Chris) Stefano, a native of Ohio and 
most recently an Associate Curator at the A.E. Seaman Mineral Museum in Houghton, 
Michigan. Chris is a PhD mineralogist and an enthusiastic mineral collector who should 
work out splendidly as an additional editor on our staff; he’s 37 years old whereas the rest 
of us are, shall we say, more senior, and it will be good, I expect, to have younger blood 
and a younger perspective around. With his wife and young son, Chris has moved from 
Michigan and purchased a house in Tucson, where he’s already hard at work on articles 
and other projects. So here’s saying Welcome, Chris, and here’s pivoting to say So Long 
For Now to those reading this…for I think I hear distant thunder, inspiring hope after all 
for a storm, and monsoon rain, this late, hot afternoon… 

 
 

Tom Moore 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
                                 
 
  

 


